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GEATFC MINUTES SUMMARY 
General Education Ad Hoc Task Force on Curriculum 
September 10, 2019. 12:15-1:30 p.m., CLEV 205 
GEATFC Senate Website page:  
https://collegesenate.buffalostate.edu/general-education-ad-hoc-task-force-
curriculum 
 
GEATFC Chair Bhakti Sharma called the meeting to order at 12:16 p.m. 

Bhakti welcomed everyone and she provided an agenda handout.  She began by 
stating that Senate Chair, Joe Marren will continue as ex-officio for GEATFC, along 
with Jason Grinnell, Senate Vice Chair.  She went briefly over the charge to GEATFC, 
and her hope is to bring to the Senate in spring 2020 resolutions that this group would 
collaboratively author according to the new Gen Ed requirements. She also noted that 
not many actionable steps might have been taken during the spring 2019 meetings, the 
discussions and taskforce insights were invaluable.  She hopes that the taskforce will 
continue to proceed further this semester.  She then explains as on the agenda, three 
options that may be possibilities of how to have GEATFC bring the resolutions together.  
She explained the mechanic, driver, and roadshow option. 

There was discussion from the members and feedback as to which of the three options 
would pose the best way to proceed or may add further work and delays. 

Discussion followed in regard to the roadshow model. Joy pointed the similarities with 
the IF-14 process that came before the Senate as a model for option C.  Option C would 
allow the resolutions to be reviewed by the Senate for feedback pro or cons, and 
transparency from GEATFC to the Senate.   

The group discussed that a new provost would be imminent, the strategic plan, and then 
middle states all upcoming, that putting all this work into a new Gen Ed program may in 
the end be a wash out if the new provost doesn’t like it. The taskforce recommended a 
meeting with the Provost and a candid discussion needs to be had for the next steps. 

Bhakti asked the group to think about how to proceed with this.  She agreed with the 
group that meeting with the President and Provost would be good, so she could get 
their feedback on what they would like to see in the new Gen Ed program.  Joe and 
Amitra will also be included in this meeting as ex-officio members.  
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Bhakti also stated that it may be necessary after this meeting that our charge may need 
to be revised.  We will also need to extract information from the Gen Ed documents 
from Spring 2020 in forming resolutions.  She asked Joy to send her WG report from 
May since at the May meeting due to time constraints didn’t allow for her report to be 
presented.  Joy’s WG included discussion on the e-portfolio, which is a vital part of this 
new program. 

Bhakti asked that if anyone was interested in co-chairing GEATFC with her, or she 
would chair solo if not.   

Kathy to connect Bhakti with Graduate Student Coordinator for Grad students. The next 
meeting is set for Monday, September 23rd at 11:30 a.m.  Vince will find what room is 
available and send out meeting invites.  She thanked everyone for coming and staying 
on. 

 
 
Adjournment:  1:00 p.m. 


